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Click here to access the Student Navigator. The student navigator page contains links to all the 

pages you will need if you are learning from home. 
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Key Dates  

1st – 5th December 

 

1st December 

 

6th December 

 

11th December 

 

12th December 

 

14th December 

 

16th December 

 

17th December 

 

19th December 

Careers Week 

 

Flu Vaccines 

 

Choir Singing at Hanham Abbots Football Club 

 

Year 7 Pantomime Trip 

 

Culture Dress & Festive Jumper Day 

 

Pre-Game Dance Performance at Ashton Gate 

 

Winter Concert 

 

Christmas Lunch 

 

End of Term 2 

https://navigator.clf.uk/JCA/Students/index.html#gsc.tab=0
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5th January 

 

6th January 

 

INSET Day – School Closed to Pupils 

 

First Day of Term 3 for Students 

 

 

JCA Routines – Attendance 

At John Cabot Academy, we think coming to school every day is very important for learning and doing 

well. Our staff work with students and families to help parents make sure their children come to school on 

time and regularly. We check attendance every day and talk to families if it drops below 96%. 

 

Being in school is linked to better grades. We expect students to come every day unless they are really ill 

or have another good reason agreed by the academy. Missing school often can make it harder to get 

good exam results, increase anxiety and reduce belonging. 

 

Absence 

Pupils should attend school on every day the school is open, unless they are really not well enough. 

If your child is unwell please call the attendance line on 0117 976 3000 / Option 2 / Option 2 before 

8:30am to let us know providing details of the illness. You can also email the academy at 

jcastudentabsence@clf.uk 

If your child is ill for more than one day, call each morning and explain their symptoms, when they started, 

and when they might return. Minor illnesses shouldn’t keep children at home—if they feel slightly unwell, 

let staff know and we’ll monitor them. Schools must record all absences and whether they are authorised 

or not. 

 

Medical and dental appointments 

Please try to avoid medical and dental appointments in school time. If this is unavoidable, arrange 

appointments so the minimum school time is lost. Unless it is an emergency appointment, parents/carers 

are expected to let the academy know about the appointment in advance, with evidence of the 

appointment.  Your child should still attend school for as much of the school day as possible. 

 

Andrew Buck 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

Messages about Punctuality 

Arriving at school on time is not only essential for pupil’s learning; it also encourages habits of good 

timekeeping and avoids any classroom disruption. Students should arrive on school site between 8.20am 

and 8.35am to make sure they are in their classrooms ready for lesson one which starts promptly at 

8.40am.  

mailto:jcastudentabsence@clf.uk
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If your child arrives late to school from next week, you will receive a message via MCAS to let you know 

that they weren't on time and as a result spent the first lesson of the day in the SLR. Late marks are 

monitored by pastoral teams over the term, who may get in touch with you if patterns emerge. Please 

ensure your child leaves home early enough to get to school on time and let us know if you need any 

further help. 

 

Celia Corrigan  

Designated Attendance Lead  

 

 

Message to Parents – Restorative Conversations 

We have recently noticed a slight increase in students missing their restorative conversations. We want 

to explain why these conversations are so important and ask for your support. 

 

After any behaviour incident, a restorative conversation is crucial. It provides an opportunity to 

understand what went wrong, rebuild relationships with staff, and explore underlying issues—such as why 

a student was late or what caused a social-time incident. These conversations often uncover wellbeing 

concerns that allow us to offer the right support. For this reason, we consider them an essential part of our 

behaviour system.  

 

When you chose JCA for your child, you agreed to support our behaviour policy through the home-school 

agreement. The Department for Education recognises this and gives schools the right to keep students 

after school without prior notice.  

 

Recently, some students have said they cannot stay for their restorative conversation because they need to 

meet parents immediately after school. We ask for your help in challenging this and supporting us to 

emphasise the importance of these conversations.  

 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain a safe and positive environment for all 

students. 

 

Kate Willis  

Senior Principal 

 
 
 

GCSE Music Trip to Bristol Beacon 

On Thursday 20th November, 20 students from Year 10 and 11 GCSE Music joined Ms Grierson and Mr 

Shepherd for an evening of exquisite music at the Bristol Beacon.  
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Watching the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra performing a varied programme of Sibelius’ ever-

popular, majestic Karelia Suite is followed by a selection of his songs – one of music’s best kept secrets but 

easily as passionate, evocative and brimming with Nordic spirit as any of his symphonic works.  

 

The students instantly recognised the songs were sung in another language (Swedish) and by world 

renowned Soprano vocalist Helena Juntunen. The second half was Shostakovich’s final symphony belongs 

to the period of his darkest music and is often thought to be one of the most profound and prescient of 

post-war symphonies. 

 

We had a brilliant evening and have started looking at the Bristol Beacon's programme for another concert 

trip soon! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Does your Son / Daughter Speak a Second Language at Home? 

If our year 9, year 10 or year 11 students can speak and write one of the below languages, we 

may be able to enter them for the GCSE in that language, so they could get themselves an extra 

qualification!  

 

Their speaking, writing, reading and listening don’t need to be perfect. They do need to be able 

to speak, write and understand a variety of topics, including family, hobbies, technology, home 

and town, the environment, school and future jobs. They need to be able to refer to the past, 

present and future tenses. 

If you would like to find out more, or to enter for the exam, students should see Ms Searle or Ms 

Corrigan during a lunchtime before Christmas. 
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Languages we could enter students for: 

 

French 

German 

Spanish 

Chinese (Cantonese/Mandarin) 

Italian 

Polish 

Bengali 

Persian 

Turkish 

Panjabi 

Russian 

Arabic 

Greek 

Japanese 

Urdu 

Portuguese 

Gujurati 

Biblical Hebrew 

Modern Hebrew 

 
  



 

 
Term 2, Issue 5  01/12/2025 

@johncabotnews  JCAinfo@clf.uk 

 

 

Empower yourself.  Empower our Community 6  

 

 

Festive Jumper / Culture Dress Day 12th December 

 



 

 
Term 2, Issue 5  01/12/2025 

@johncabotnews  JCAinfo@clf.uk 

 

 

Empower yourself.  Empower our Community 7  

 

 

Sponsor Academy Councillor Opportunity – SEN Expertise 

We are seeking a Sponsor Councillor to join the Academy Council of John Cabot Academy. 
 
What we’re looking for: 

• An understanding of Special Educational Needs (SEN), ideally through professional experience in 
education, health, or social care. 

• Commitment to supporting inclusive education and improving outcomes for all learners. 

• Ability to contribute to strategic discussions and hold leaders to account. 
 

Why join us? As a Sponsor Councillor, you will play a vital role in shaping the academy’s vision and ensuring every 
child receives the best possible education. This is a voluntary position. The Council meet five times a year, with 
occasional extraordinary meetings for urgent matters. The meetings last for 2 hours and usually start between 4pm 
and 5pm on Wednesday. Regular attendance at Council meetings is crucial, as this is where important decisions are 
made. You’ll receive the meeting agenda and papers in advance, allowing you to prepare thoroughly. 
 
Interested or know someone who might be? Please contact Governance@clf.uk for more details or to express 
interest. 

 

 

     

  

mailto:Governance@clf.uk
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Pediatric Winter Pressure Steam Inhalation Campaign  
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Cadet Leader  
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Hanham Abbots Choir Performance 6th December 

 


