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Click here to access the Student Navigator. The student navigator page contains links to all the
pages you will need if you are learning from home.
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Cabot’'s Got Talent Show
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21 July | Last Day of Term. School Closes at 12:20

Head of Schools’ Message

Thank you to all parents and carers who took the time to share their views on mobile phones in schools
going forward in light of the new legislation. Forty four of our families responded, including some of our
new Year 7 parents and your feedback has been invaluable in helping us understand the balance families

are looking for as we respond to the upcoming national changes.

Overall, there is a clear and consistent message from you- parents broadly support reducing access to
phones during the school day to protect learning and wellbeing, while still allowing students to carry them

for safety outside of school hours.

In summary:

e Strong concern about distraction and wellbeing: Many parents feel mobile phones can
significantly disrupt learning and contribute to social pressures, anxiety and online conflict during
the school day.

e Desire for a stricter approach in school: A large proportion of parents support tighter controls,
particularly systems that remove access during the school day (e.g. secure storage or pouches), to
improve focus and consistency.

e But not a complete ban on having phones: There is also a strong and repeated concern about
student safety and communication before and after school. Many parents want their children to be
able to carry a phone for journeys, travel arrangements, and reassurance.

e Importance of fairness and consistency: Parents emphasised that whatever system is in place must
be clear, consistently enforced and fair for all students.

e Mixed views on the current system: While some feel the current “off and out of sight” approach

works well, others highlight that phones are still used covertly and remain a temptation.

Next steps as a school
In response to both your feedback and the upcoming changes in national guidance:
e From September 2026:
o Phones must be switched off and kept in bags

o They must not be in pockets or used between 08:20 and 15:00

As phones will remain switched off and inaccessible during the school day, students will not be able to use

mobile phones to pay for food or drinks in the canteen. All purchases should be made using the school's
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existing cashless catering system.

We will update our behaviour policy so that mobile phones are classified as a prohibited item during the
school day. This means that, if a student is seen with a phone, they will be asked to hand it in in line with
this policy. In the rare event that a student refuses, the school will follow our established procedures for

prohibited items, which may include the student being removed from lessons for the remainder of the day.

Looking ahead (from January 2027):

We are likely to introduce a secure mobile phone pouch system, ensuring full compliance with the
legislation and further reducing in-school access. We have chosen not to implement this from September,
as we are exploring how the school can initially fund the pouches for all families (with the expectation that

families would replace any lost or damaged pouches).

This approach reflects the views of many parents and students: it allows students to retain their phones for
travel and safety, while ensuring there is stronger in-school control, supporting a calm and focused

learning environment.

Thank you again for your thoughtful and constructive feedback- it is directly shaping a balanced and

proportionate approach for our school community.

Gemma Read
Head of School

Routine — Pens and Assessments

We have now finished our end of year assessments across all year groups. Thank you for your support in
supporting your child and helping them to prepare. Reports will be sent home for all students before the
end of the year. A reminder that if your child is in Y7, 8 or 9 there is a support video on the website to
help you understand key stage 3 reports. JCA KS3 Reports Explained

Thank you for your support in the launch of our pens initiative. We have seen a great uptake from
students, with the vast majority continuing to bring a pen each day. This has meant less lesson time has
been used in handing out pens.

As we move into the final weeks of term, we welcome your support in helping us to maintain all standards.

Kind regards

Andrew Buck
Vice Principal
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Mobile Phones in School — New Expectations from September

As you may be aware, the government has strengthened its guidance for schools regarding the use of
mobile phones during the school day. The guidance is designed to minimise distractions, improve
students' concentration, support wellbeing, and promote positive social interaction.

At John Cabot Academy, we are committed to providing a calm, focused and purposeful environment
where every student can thrive. Following a review of our current arrangements and in line with national
expectations, we will be introducing an updated mobile phone policy from September.

What will be expected?

From September, mobile phones will be considered a prohibited item during the school day.
All students must:
e Ensure their mobile phone is switched off before arriving on site (from 08:20, phones will not be
allowed).
e Keep their phone stored in their school bag at all times during the school day.
e Not keep phones in pockets, blazers, coats or other clothing.
¢ Not use mobile phones anywhere on the academy site, including during break and lunchtime.

Consequences for non-compliance

If a mobile phone is seen, heard or used on the academy site during the school day:
e The phone will be confiscated immediately.
e The phone will only be returned to a parent or carer, who will be required to collect it from the
academy.
e The student will receive a suspension in line with our behaviour expectations and procedures.

We appreciate that many families wish their child to carry a phone for journeys to and from school.
Students may continue to bring phones to school for this purpose; however, once they arrive on site at
08:20, the phone must be switched off and stored in their bag until they leave the academy at the end of
the day.

Should a student need to contact home during the school day, they can do so through their year team.
Likewise, should a parent or carer need to contact their child urgently, they should continue to do so via
the academy reception.

We appreciate the support of parents and carers in implementing these expectations. By working together,
we can ensure that John Cabot Academy remains a positive, distraction-free environment where all

students can focus on achieving their very best.

Thank you for your continued support.
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Safeguarding Update for Parents: September 2026 (KCSIE)

From September 2026, all schools will follow updated national safeguarding guidance called Keeping
Children Safe in Education (KCSIE). These changes are designed to provide greater clarity for schools and
reassurance for families, particularly in areas relating to privacy, dignity and pupil wellbeing.

What is changing?
The updated guidance introduces clearer expectations around single-sex spaces in schools:
e Pupils aged 8 and above must have access to separate toilets for boys and girls
e Pupils are expected to use facilities that match their biological sex
e Similar expectations apply to changing rooms from age 11
These requirements are now part of statutory safeguarding guidance, meaning all schools will be expected
to demonstrate compliance.

What if a child feels uncomfortable?

The guidance recognises that some pupils may need additional support. Schools can provide:
e Private, self-contained toilet facilities (for example, a single lockable cubicle)
e Individual arrangements that prioritise privacy, dignity and safety

Importantly, these alternatives are offered alongside—not instead of—single-sex facilities.

Supporting children sensitively
The updated KCSIE also includes new guidance about supporting children who may be questioning their
gender. Schools are expected to:

e Take a careful and considered approach

e  Work in partnership with parents in most situations

e Make decisions case by case, always prioritising safeguarding and wellbeing

What this means for your child
For the vast majority of pupils, there will be little noticeable change to daily school life. The updates are
intended to ensure:

e Clear and consistent expectations across schools

e Appropriate levels of privacy and safety for all pupils

e Astructured and supportive approach to individual needs

Reassurance from JCA
We would like to reassure parents that JCA is fully compliant with these updated requirements. Our
existing facilities and procedures already:

e Provide clearly designated single-sex toilets

¢ Include appropriate alternative provision where required

e Reflect a strong commitment to safeguarding, dignity and inclusion for all pupils

If you have any questions about these changes, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
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Year 17 Prom

We had a very special evening, on the hottest day of the year, at the Mercure Hotel in Winterbourne
celebrating the Year 11 Prom. The students looked stunning in their beautiful dresses and suits and many
of them arrived in style - a Rolls Royce, Bentley, Range Rover, classic VW Beetle and a green Lamborghini
to name a few!

And it really was their evening—and they made it their night. Dancing the night away, singing and
laughing on the dance floor and by the end, there were a few warm faces and loosened ties, but plenty of
smiles, as they stepped out—happy, content and full of the moment—into the still-warm night air.

Events like this are never the work of one person. My sincere thanks go to Miss Dutton and Mr Horn for
supporting me with the organisation of the prom - | couldn't have done it without you!

To the Class of 2026: we are incredibly proud of you. You leave us having added so much to our
community and with much to look forward to. Enjoy a well-earned summer, and we look forward to
celebrating with you again on results day in August!
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Janet Allen
Head of Key Stage 4

Pride Month

Thank you to everyone who supported Pride Month, took part on the lesson activities and enjoyed the
lovely cakes.

You carried our theme of “Proud to be you" so well.
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Cabot’s Got Talent 6™ July

CALBOTI®S GOT TALEINI!
MONDAY JULY €' 6:30PM

TICKETS AVAILAEBLE ON SCODPAY
£3 adults, £1students
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Tuck Shop
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Summer Concert
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South Asian Heritage Month

South Asian Heritage Month in Bristol - ¥ SERNAGE Unity in Diversity

MONTH 2024

1July to 1 August 2026 @

We are thrilled to share that Bristol is hosting its
very first month-long South Asian Heritage
Month!

The completely free programme is packed with
vibrant, family-friendly events across the city
—including arts, culture, food, and workshops

perfect for all ages.

Visit southasianheritagebristoluk for more

information, Instagram @sahm_bristol and listen
out for us on local radio!

The #SAHMBristol team
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Youth Pride

@ St Nix Youth Centre
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